Exhaust

— — is hardly the word for it.
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It's not often | want to just walk away from an exhibition but |
almost abandoned this one as bit by bit every funding option
dropped away and the only reason | had agreed to be involved
became an impossibility. It was not in any way the fault of the
gallery or organisers, it was all about the systematic purging
from our society of any activity that cannot be monetarised and
the suppression of all opposition to that. If that sounds like a
wild exaggeration, after all this is just another exhibition like
any other, then consider that the way repression works is the
unrelenting narrowing of discussion by many thousands,
millions, of small acts, including cutting arts funding.

What | originally wanted to talk about, through a
symposium, master classes and documentation S S T S S T e e e ==
was the slow outlawing of the union movement. e Unionmembership fisures plunge.
| wanted to investigate how social media and reg Jeric}

the active involvement of artists skilled in new
media could help their survival and enable their
fight to support their members and other
workers. It's not just that real wages and 000000
conditions are going backwards, it is worse than
that, horrifying industrial diseases like black

lung that were eliminated half a century ago

have started to reappear. But the corporate

media want you to hate unions because they

are among the very few organisations that fight

for you rather than the wealthy.
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Instegd I'm rem!nded of rgcent comments by Italian
e Marxist writer Bifo Berardi who argued that the most
e radical act now available is passivity rather than
activism, a refusal to participate or consume or compete,
above all a refusal to be driven to exhaustion by
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e relentless work and careerism. He advocates a decline
rather than growth: “Decline and de-growth imply a
e divestment in the midst of frenzied competition, and this
e —— is the paradox that may bring us out of the neoliberal

S double bind.” So we should embrace the slow collapse of

institutional culture that neoliberalism is engineering and
reclaim art by refusing to give the art industry any
i recognition while we get on with doing the important
| work of cultural adaptation within the ruins.
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